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 The interstitial lung diseases (ILD) are a group of heterogeneous disease entities 
that describe pathological processes involving the “interstitium” of the lung. The 
etiologies vary greatly and are mostly unknown. The clinical outcome can usually be 
predicted by the pathological findings and diagnoses, which are always challenging to 
the pathologists. 
 The classification of the interstitial pneumonia with no known causes, i.e., 
idiopathic interstitial pneumonia, has been well established over the years. The 
importance of multi-disciplinary approaches in the management of patients with 
idiopathic interstitial pneumonia cannot be overemphasized.  
 

 

 
 

This overview will be focusing on the 2013 official guidelines issued by the 
ATS/ERS. An alert on the possible underdiagnosed status of hypersensitivity 
pneumonitis will also be discussed. 
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