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An appreciation of the components of laboratory assessment of kidney 

disease is essential and helpful to the practicing clinician. The focus here 

is on certain features of the laboratory testing that might be of specific 

utility to diagnose renal disorders. In this talk, many important issues will 

be addressed including the evaluation of renal function, the interpretation 

of proteinuria, hematuria, the differential diagnosis of acute renal failure 

based on laboratory testing and the use of simple testing for the 

evaluation of electrolyte imbalance in clinical practice. At the end of each 

issue, cases will be presented to illustrate how this approach is used at the 

bedside. The listener may better appreciate the role of the laboratory in 

the diagnosis, follow-up and management of kidney disease.  


