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NAME:    Elsa W. Reich 
ADDRESS:  4 Cummings Circle, West Orange, New Jersey 07052 
PLACE OF BIRTH:  New York, New York              
 
EDUCATION: 
 

1952-55   Radcliffe College 
1956 B.S. University of Chicago 
1974 M.S.  Sarah Lawrence College  (Human Genetics/Genetic Counseling)   
       

CERTIFICATION: 
 
 1982  American Board of Medical Genetics –Genetic Counseling 
 1991  AIDS Counselor, New York State    
 1993  American Board of Genetic Counseling 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS:  
 

1974-1980 Genetic Counselor, Management Specialist,  
   Division of Genetics, New York University 

  School of Medicine 
1978-present Adjunct Faculty, Sarah Lawrence College   

Human Genetics Program 
1980-1983 Instructor of Pediatrics, Division of Genetics 

New York University School of Medicine 
1983-1986                  Clinical Instructor of Pediatrics, Division of Genetics 

New York University School of Medicine 
1986-1998 Clinical Assistant Professor of Pediatrics   

   Human Genetics Program, Department of Pediatrics, 
   New York University School of Medicine 

1998-2003 Clinical Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
Human Genetics Program, Department of Pediatrics 
New York University School of Medicine 

2003-present Professor of Pediatrics (Clinical) 
  Human Genetics Program, Department of Pediatrics 
  New York University School of Medicine 
 



HOSPITAL APPOINTMENTS: 
 
   None 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS: 
   

1971-72 Cytogenetic Technician, Research Assistant,  Letchworth Village, Haverstraw, NY 
1974    Sickle Cell Counselor, St. Luke’s Hospital, New York, New York 

 
AWARDS AND HONORS:  

 
1973 Selection for research project based on academic excellence,  

Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, New York 
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1991 Kaplun “Art of Listening Award", Alliance of Genetic Support Groups 
1995 Regional Leadership Award, Region 2, National Society of Genetic Counselors 

                  1999  Certificate of Appreciation, Cancer Care 
2002 Natalie Weissberger Paul National Achievement Award, National Society of Genetic  

Counselors      
 

MAJOR COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
 National and Regional 
 

1974-1983 Advisory committees, Genetic Counseling and Records and Statistics 
1974-1984 Prenatal Diagnosis Laboratory of New York  
1977- Genetics Task Force of New York 
1978- Nominating  Committee, Genetics Task Force of New York 
1979-1982 Board of Directors, Genetics Task Force of New York  
1981-1982                  Secretary, Genetics Task Force of New York 
1984-1986                   Education Committee, Genetics Task Force of New York  
1989  Treacher Collins Foundation, Medical Advisory Board 
1989-2002                 Genetics Network of the Empire State (GENES) 
1990-1991 Ad hoc Committee to Investigate Licensure for Genetic Counselors,  Genetics Task  

Force of New York 
1990-1991                 Committee to Investigate Licensure for Genetic Counselors, Genetics Network of the Empire 
                                  State 
1991-1995                  Prenatal Diagnosis Committee, Genetics Network of the Empire State 
1991-1995                  Teratogen Committee, Genetics Network of the Empire State 
1996-1999                 Chair, Committee to Investigate Licensure for Genetic Counselors, Genetics Task  

                                                    Force of  New York 
1996-1999                  Chair, Legislative Committee, Genetics Task Force of New York 
 1999                          Participant, hearing on licensure for genetic counselors, New York State Task Force on  

                                                    Life and the Law 
2002-                          Sharsheret, Medical Advisory Board 
 
New York University School of Medicine 

  
                  Dean’s Ethics Colloquium 
1996- Planning/Advisory Board, Comprehensive Breast Cancer Center, 

 2001-  Advisory Committee, High Risk Prevention Clinic for Breast and Ovarian Cancer 



 2003-  High Risk Breast Cancer Committee, NYU Cancer Institute 
 2004-2005 Executive Committee Breast Center,  NYU Cancer Institute 
 
MEMBERSHIPS, OFFICES AND COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES: 
  

1974- American Society of Human Genetics 
1974-1985 Hastings Institute of Life Sciences 
1978-  National Society of Genetic Counselors 
1978-1988                 American Cleft Palate Association   
1978-1995 Society of Craniofacial Genetics 
1979-1981 Interprofessional Program Committee, American Cleft Palate Association 
1980-2000 American Association for the Advancement of Science 
1985-1990 New York Academy of Medicine 
1987-1989                 Board of Directors, National Society of Genetic Counselors   
1987-1990  Professional Issues Committee, Chair 1987-1989, National Society of Genetic  
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Counselors 

1989-1990                 Program Committee, National Society of Genetic Counselors 
1993-                  Nominating committee, American Board of Genetic Counseling 
1993-                  American College of Medical Genetics 
 
1993-1997                Genetic Services Committee, National Society of Genetic Counselors 
 
1994  Committee on Licensure, National Society of Genetic Counselors   
1994-1997 Co-Chair, Sub-Committee on Confidentiality, National Society of Genetic Counselors 

 1996-present Cancer Special Interest Group, National Society of Genetic Counselors 
 1997-2000 Accreditation Site Visit Team Leader, American Board of Genetic Counseling 

2000-2001 Nominating Committee, National Society of Genetic Counselors 
2001-2005 Board of Directors, Accreditation Committee , American Board of Genetic Counseling 

 2006  Nominating  Committee, American Board of Genetic Counseling  
      
MAJOR RESEARCH INTERESTS: 
 
  1.  The Genetics of Cancer        

 
2.  The Genetics of Craniofacial Disorders 

  
PRINCIPAL CLINICAL AND HOSPITAL SERVICE RESPONSIBILITIES: 
            

1974- Provider of genetic services/counseling to in-patients and out-patients in obstetrics, medicine, 
oncology, surgery, rehabilitation, psychiatry, neurology, pediatrics, otolaryngology, 
hematology, New York University Medical Center 

1974-2000 Consultant in genetics, Jerry Lewis Muscular Dystrophy Clinic, New York University 
Medical Center 

1975- Consultant in genetics, Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery, New York University 
Medical Center 

1993-2001                  Director, Genetic Counseling Referral Center for Familial Dysautonomia, New York  
University Medical Center 

2001- Genetic counselor, high risk prevention clinic for breast and ovarian cancer  
     

TEACHING AND LECTURING EXPERIENCE: 
 
 New York University School of Medicine and Outside 
  



 1974-  Clinical teaching of residents, medical students 
    1974-present  Supervisor, clinical internship, graduate students in genetic counseling (>150) 

1974- Speaker, teaching conferences (attendings, residents and students) in Departments of 
Pediatrics, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Neurology, Otolaryngology, Psychiatry, 
Rehabilitation, Neurology, Surgery,  Oncology, Human Genetics 

1974-1990 Leader, clinical conference, Division of Genetics 
1975- Speaker for multiple lay and support groups including:  Dysautonomia Foundation, 

Neuromuscular Disease Support Group, Cancer Care, Rockland Association of Retarded 
Citizens, Larchmont Temple, Pediatric Cardiology Support Group,  Association of Retarded 
Citizens, New York Chapter, Putnam County Chapter Association for Retarded Children Inc., 
UJA- Federation 

1976 Panel member, New York University School of Medicine, “Concepts of Medical Genetics 
for Practitioners” 

1977 Speaker, “Genetic Principles & Counseling”, Post-graduate Course, New York University 
School of Medicine 
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1977, 1990, 1999 Speaker, Dean’s Ethics Committee 
1978 Speaker, Annual Genetics Meeting, New York State Department of Health 
1978-2006   Lecturer and conference leader, contributor to teaching modules in "Human Genetics" and 

"Molecular Genetics and Biochemistry" courses, first and second year medical students’ 
course 

1979-2006    Course director, developer and instructor, “Delivery of Genetic Services”, Sarah Lawrence 
College 

 1979                          Speaker, Biology Club and Sigma Xi Club, Montclair State College  
 1980  Supervisor, clinical internship for nursing student, New York University School of 

   Nursing 
1980 Speaker, Genetic Rounds, North Shore Hospital Genetics Program  
1981 Speaker, Maxillofacial Seminar Program , New York University Dental Center,  
1982 Speaker, "Community Health" course, Montclair State College 
1982 Speaker, “The Fifth Annual Workshop on Surgical Techniques in Cleft Lip and Palate” 

Department of Plastic Surgery, New York University Medical Center/Manhattan Eye, Ear & 
Throat Hospital/Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery  

1982-1997                 Member and speaker, University Seminar in Genetic Epidemiology, Columbia                 
                                                    University 

1984                           Speaker, “Current Issues in Genetic Counseling for Prenatal Diagnosis”, Long Island  
                                   Jewish-Hillside Medical Center,  
1984                           Discussant, "Workshop on Genetics & Craniofacial Anomalies", Division of Genetics 
1985 Invited participant, workshop on genetic counseling, Sarah Lawrence College 
1985                Speaker, Region 3 regional meeting, National Society of Genetic Counselors 
1986 Workshop leader, John Bowne High School, March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation 
1987 Speaker, "Families Dealing with Perinatal Loss”, in-service for nurses   
1987 Speaker, Bronx High School of Science 
1987-2002 Speaker, Grand Rounds in Departments of Pediatrics, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Surgery, 

Division of Gastroenterology, New York University School of Medicine 
1988 Speaker, Introduction to Psychology, New York University, 
1989                           Panel member, curbside consults, Fragile X conference, Wadsworth Center/GENES, Albany 
1989-1998                  Lecturer,  Advanced Education Program in Prosthodontics, New York University  

                                                    College of Dentistry 
1990                           Speaker, undergraduate biology course Baruch College  
1990  Speaker, “Contemporary Counseling Issues in Clinical Genetics” Mid-Atlantic Regional 

Genetics Network/National Society of Genetics Counselors  
1990-2006  Panel member, evaluator, oral exams, Graduate Program in Genetic Counseling, Sarah 

Lawrence College 



1991 Presenter, "Four new patters of malformations associated with nasomaxillary hypoplasia" 
March of Dimes-Birth Defects Symposium 

1991 Presenter, "Micrognathia associated with minor ear anomalies" 8th International Congress of 
Human Genetics, Washington, DC  

1993, 1997 Lecturer, “Current Topics in Clinical Ethics," New York University School of Medicine 
1995 Lecturer, Postgraduate Course, "Genetics for the Primary Care Physician, Genetics of 

Common Disease" New York University School of Medicine 
1995                            Speaker, "Update on Carcinoma of the Breast", New York Downtown Hospital  
1996, 1997               Lecturer, “Living With Cancer”, sponsored by Calvary Hospital, Memorial Sloan 

Kettering/others 
1997                   Lecturer, Comprehensive Breast Cancer Center, educational series, New York University 
  Medical Center 
1997  Lecturer, Treacher Collins Symposium, Institute for Reconstructive Plastic Surgery, New 
  York University School of Medicine 
        Reich, Elsa 
        Page 5 
 
1997  Lecturer,  seminar on genetics for faculty and students, Baruch College   
1997 Workshop co-leader and speaker, "Issues of Confidentiality" Annual Education Conference, 

National Society of Genetic Counselors 
1999  Lecturer, “Genetics of Cancer," New York University Downtown Hospital 
1999                          Presenter, “A Patient with an Unusual Mitochondrial Disorder," Genetics Task Force                     
 of New York      
1997-2001                 Lecturer, Cancer Care, New York, New York 
1999-2006 Lecturer, “Pediatric Genetic Counseling" Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, Graduate Program 

in Genetic Counseling, New York, New York 
2000 Speaker,  “Advances in the Treatment and Diagnosis of Breast Cancer”, New York 

University Medical Center 
2000  Lecturer, American Cancer Society, New York, New York 
2000    Speaker, “The Search for the Gene Causing Familial Dysautonomia”, Genetics Task Force of 

  New York  
2000                     Advisory committee and panel moderator, American Jewish Congress, "Hereditary breast 

cancer among Jewish women," New York, New York 
2000                           Lecturer,  "The Genetics of Cancer", Ob-Gyn residents,  New York University Downtown 

Hospital  
2000-01                Curriculum development and workshop co-leader, Josiah Macy grant to New York 

University School of    Medicine to teach communication skills to medical students as 
applied to genetic medicine 

2001 Speaker, Alliance of Genetic Support Groups, Washington DC 
2001 Discussant, New York University School of Medicine, Women’s League of Conservative 

Judaism, Women’s Health Day 
2001                  Lecturer, “Genetic Pre-disposition for Breast Cancer” Kaplan Comprehensive Cancer Center, 

   New York University School of Medicine  
2001 Speaker, “Genetic Testing and Screening in the Age of Genomic Medicine”, a symposium 

co-sponsored by Master Scholars Program, New York University School of Medicine and by 
New York Task Force on Life and the Law                            

2001                          Speaker, “Genetics of Hearing Loss," League for the Hard of  Hearing, New York,                                    
  New York 
2001                          Panel member, “Evidence-based New Treatments for Breast Cancer”, Comprehensive     
                                  Breast Cancer Center, New York University Medical Center 
2002  Speaker, “Genetic Testing:  Ethical Issues," LaGuardia Community College  
2002 Speaker and panel member, “Genetic counseling issues in hereditary breast cancer”  

Hadassah Nurses, New York, New York 
2002  Planning committee, NY Statewide Genetics Conference 
2003  Speaker, UJA-Federation Task Force on Legislative Issues, New York, New York 



2003  Speaker, “Issues Related to Genetic Counseling” at The Lynn Cohen Foundation 
   Symposium at University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 

2003 Speaker and panel member, “Advances and Opportunities in Genetic Testing 
And Screening at a conference, “Bioethical Issues Raised by the Mapping of the 
Human Genome “, Albany, New York 

               2003                             Speaker and panel member, “Facial Difference:  What Do We Know?” at a conference, 
“Facial Difference:  Beyond the Medical Issues”, National Foundation for Facial 
Reconstruction, New York University School of Medicine, New York, New York 

               2003                             Presented testimony to The Council of the City of New York, “Campaign to Save 
                 the Institute for Basic Research and the Bronx Children and Adult Psychiatric 
                 Centers”, New York, New York 
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              2003                              Speaker, “Why is This Gene Different from All Other Genes?  Testing for Genetic  

                                   Diseases in the Jewish Community:  Medical, Religious, Legal and Personal Issues,” 
                                   Sponsored by the David Berg Foundation, the Shaykin Family Foundation, and the 
                                   Foundation for Jewish Genetic Diseases.  The Center for the Study of Science and 
                                   Religion, Columbia University, New York, New York 

             2003  Speaker, “The Genetic Connection” at a conference “An Ovarian Cancer Education  
                                                    and Awareness Forum” sponsored by the NYU Cancer Institute and the Division of 
                                           Gynecologic Oncology, New York University Medical Center, New York, New York 
             2003 Lecturer, “An Introduction to the Genetics of Cancer”, oncology fellows, Division of  

Oncology, Department of Medicine, New York University School of Medicine 
             2003  Lecturer, “The Genetics of Hearing Loss”, ENT residents, Department of Otolaryngology, 
   New York University School of Medicine  
             2004  “The Elements and Issues of the Genetics Evaluation:  case studies, primary care residents 

in the Department of Medicine, New York University School of Medicine 
            2004  “What You Might Want to Know About the Genetics of Breast and Ovarian Cancer”, Lynne 
   Cohen Foundation Symposium, New York University School of Medicine 
            2004  “An Introduction to the Genetic Basis of Cancer”, medical residents, Woodhull Hospital 
   Department of Medicine, Brooklyn, New York 
            2004                 “An Introduction to the Genetics of Breast and Ovarian Cancer”  presented to the pharmacy 
   graduate students, Long Island College, interning at New York University School of  
   Medicine 
            2004, 2005  “An Introduction to the Genetic Basis of Cancer”, oncology residents, Department of  
   Medicine, New York University School of Medicine 
            2004, 2006  Lecturer, “Oral Clefts: syndromic and non-syndromic”, graduate students in speech  
   pathology, New York University 
           2004                                 Lecturer, “The Psychosocial Implications and Benefits of Genetic Counseling for Hearing 
   Loss”, at a conference, “Genetics and Hearing Loss”, Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, New 
   York 
          2004  Lecturer, “The Genetics of Hearing Loss”, otolaryngology residents, New York University 
   School of  Medicine 
          2005  Lecturer, “The Genetics of Cancer”, pathology residents, New York University School of 
   Medicine 
          2005  Lecturer, Grand Rounds, Department of Medicine, Woodhull Hospital, Brooklyn, New York 
         2005  Lecturer, “Craniofacial Malformations”, pediatrics residents, New York University School of 
   Medicine 



          2005  Panel member, “The Importance of the Genetics Evaluation”, Conference on Children Born
   with Craniofacial Malformations, Institute for Reconstructive Plastic Surgery/Foundation 
   for Facial Reconstruction/CDC, New York University Medical Center 
          2005  Lecturer, “Women’s Health Issues”, internal medicine residents, New York University 
   School of Medicine               
          2005  Lecturer, “Familial Dysautonomia:  Where We’ve Been and Where We’re Going”  Annual 
   Education Conference, National Society of Genetic Counselors , Los Angeles California 
          2005  Workshop leader,  Interviewing for that First Genetic Counseling Job-Keep it Cool, Calm 
   and Impressive, Annual Education Conference, National Society of Genetic Counselors, Los  
   Angeles, California 
          2005  Panel Member, “Children with Craniofacial Malformations”  co-sponsored by CDC  
   and the Foundation for Facial Reconstruction 
        2006  Lecturer, “The Genetics of Hearing Loss”, audiologists, The League for the Hard of Hearing, 
   New York 
         2006   Lecturer, “The Importance of the Family History” Lynne Cohen Symposium for Prevention 
   of Breast and Ovarian Cancer, New York University School of Medicine  

          
 

Reich, Elsa 
         Page 7 
 
2006  Presenter, Multiple Sclerosis Association, “The Genetics of Multiple Sclerosis” New York                  
2006  Panel member, “Young Women Facing Breast Cancer: What We Need To Know  
   Now.” Sharsharet,  Teaneck, New Jersey  

          2006  Lecturer, “Genetics for the Internist”  Grand Rounds, Woodhull Hospital, Brooklyn, New 
   York   
GRANTS 
 

1996-2001 NCI Grant #CA08748-31.  Inherited predisposition at BRCA1, environmental exposures, and 
breast cancer among Jewish women,  $10,000, co-investigator   
         

MISCELLANEOUS 
  

1986                          Reviewer, “Tests for Human Genetic Disorders”, Office of Technology Assessment,  
                                   Washington DC 
1990  Reviewer, American Journal of Medical Genetics     
1999                Reviewer, Journal of Genetic Counseling        
2001                 Reviewer, Genetics in Medicine  

                 2002                 Reviewer, Community Genetics 
                 2003  Reviewer of abstracts for annual meeting of American Society of Human Genetics 
                 2005  Guest Associate Editor, American Journal Medical Genetics 
              2005  Invited reviewer as part of tenure process, Sarah Lawrence College 
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