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Cisapride intoxication: A Clinical Case Report and Analysis

Yueh-Chung Chen, Chun-Hsiung Wang
Cardiovascular Division, Department of Internal Medicine,
Taipei Jen-Ai Municipal Hospital

Cisapride is a prokinetics agent which is usually used in treating poor GI motility
and reflux esophagitis.From 1993 to 1998,there were 38 reports of deaths due to this
drug in the United States. Although FDA had not directly linked reported deaths to
the drug, strengthens warning for such heartburn medication still repeated recently.
According to the FDA these actions were prompted by reports of serious adverse
reactions, such as heart rhythm disorder and death, associated mostly with the use of
the drug in people who were taking certain medication which inhibit cytochrome
P450 3A4 enzyme, such drugs include some antibiotics, antidepressants, antifungals,
protease inhibitors,etc. Some reported cases were co-existed with certain underlying
diseases instead of these combination medication mentioned above.So, strengthened
warning also contraindicate the drug's use in patients with disorder such as electolyte
imbalance (hypokalemia,hypocalcemia,hypomagnesia),congestive heart failure,
myocardial ischemia,multiple organ failure,renal failure,chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease and advanced cancer.The old lady in this article was admitted due
to poor appetite and epigastragia. She was diagnosed to have liver metastatic tumors
after series of examination. Cisapride 5mg tid and Tagamet 800mg hs were prescribed
to treat gastric ulcerations and poor GI motility after admission. 10 days later,she
suffered from shock of unknown cause with respiratory failure.Bedside ECG monitor
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record revealed TDP change. Cisapride induced arrhythmia and cardigenic shock was
impressed. Underlying disorders of this patient such as myocardial ischemia and
advanced cancer may also contributed. In Taiwan, reports of adversed drugs
intereaction are increasing day after day. The specific medication habbits and rules of
health insurance are thought to be the causes. The purpose we review this case and
analyze the possible cause is to emphasize the serious drugs intereaction that we may

neglect.
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