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Poisonous Bees and Wasps Sting in Taiwan

Fa-Kuei Chen

Department of internal medicine of
St. Martin De Porres Hospital, Chia-Yi, Taiwan

Insects that sting to defend their colonies or subdue their prey belong to the order
hymenoptera, which includes bees and wasps. There are more than 2000 species of bees and

wasps in Taiwan. Among them, 9 species are frequently seen and with poisonous stinger.

Honey bee and paper wasp are most liable to sting human being.

The venoms of different species are biochemically and immunologically distinct. In
general, the venoms include: (1)low-molecular-weight compounds, (2)polypeptide toxins,
(3)Enzymes.Local reactions are erythema, sharp pain, burning pain, swelling and local edema.
Systemic reactions are shock, brouchospasm, generalized urticaria and angioedema.

Management of local wounds: (1)uses analgesics, (2)prevents infection, and (3)remove
stingers(The bee stinger may still contain uninjected venom and should be removed by

scraping with a scalpel to avoid further envenomation.). Management of systemic reaction
should be done with prompt and attentive care. The intravenous use of drugs are adrenalin,

antihistamine and steroid.

The prevention of sting is very important.



