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Intravenous Fragmented Femoral Sheath——A Case Report and
A New Concept of Management

Yih-Jer Wu, Shye-Jao Wu*, Yu-San Chou, and Cheng-Ho Tsali

Division of Cardiology, Department of Internal Medicine,
*Division of Cardiovascular Surgery, Department of Surgery,
Mackay Memorial Hospital

Intravascular foreign bodies are occasionally encountered in this catheterization era. Retention
of fragmented catheter in central vein or right trium may result in serious complications in about
70% of patients. On the other hand, the foreign bodies in peripheral veins, while being retrieved,
may migrate proximally into right atrium, right ventricle, or even pulmonary artery, increasing the
diffiulty and the risk of retrieval. To our knowledge, there has been no report regarding the
prevention of proximal migration of venous foreign bodies. The current presentation reports an
inadvertent fragmentation of femoral sheath in a 64-year-old man during manipulation of a venous
catheter. We introduced a percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA) balloon from the
contralateral femoral vein to the ipsilateral common iliac vein, and inflated balloon to prevent
proximal migration of the fragmented femoral seath, which was later successfully retrieved by a
myocardial biopsy forceps and an antrum punch. This is the first case using PTA balloon to prevent
proximal migration of venous foreign body. This simple management would allow operator to
retrieve foreignbody in a much safer way. (J Intern Med Taiwan 2001;12: 83-87 )
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