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Nontuberculous mycobacterium has become more important in recent
days because of the prevalence of AIDS and development of new



diagnostic tools. As we know, nontuberculous mycobacterium did not
spread from person to person, and it could be isolated from environment
(water, foods, soils and even the respiratory tract of human). Isolation of
nontuberculous mycobacterium species had increased and they could
cause pulmonary disease, lymphadenopathy, cutaneous and disseminated
disease. The treatment of nontuberculous mycobacterium pulmonary
disease is different from mycobacterium tuberculosis and must depend on
the species identification. Multiple drug resistance often occurs and must
be taken good concern.

This paper tries to introduce the nontuberculosis mycobacteriums about
their incidence in taiwan, species differentiation, clinical diagnosis and
treatment. As for NTM treatment, we mostly focus on non-AIDS patients.
AIDS combined with NTM infection might need special concern.

(J Intern Med Taiwan 2001;12:161-167 )



