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Actinomycotic Mandibular Osteomyelitis In A Patient With Systemic
Lupus Erythematosus

Sin-Ming Lam, Kuo-Hwa Chiang*, Gin-Nan Lin**
Section of Allergy, Immunology and Rheumatology

St Martin De Porres Hospital, Chia-Yi, Taiwan
Section of Chest Medicine* Department of Pathology**
Chi-Mei Medical Center, Taiwan

Actinomycotic mandibular osteomyelitis is a rare infectious disease. We describe a
44-year-old male lupus patient presented with a painful ulcer on the lingual surface of
buccal mucosa below the right mandibular first molar area of 10 days' duration. He
had habit of betel quid chewing and smoking. Oral examination showed multiple
dental caries and profuse periodontitis. An osteolytic lesion in the right mandible was
seen in the panoramic view. Curretage of the affected region of the mandible was
performed with an open biopsy of the mandible. Microscopic examination of the bone
lesion showed evidence of actinomycotic osteomyelitis. Penicillin G sodium 3 million
unit every 4 hour was administered intravenously for 4 weeks, followed by
clindamycin 300mg g6h orally for 6 weeks. The right mandibular pain was subsided
after this treatment.

Actinomycotic mandibular osteomyelitis is often difficult to diagnose because of the
rarity of the disorder and the relatively low isolation rate of this anaerobic pathogen.
Early recognizing this complication is dependent on a high index of clinical suspicion
combined with the pathologic diagnosis. A review of the literature showed
actinomycotic mandibular osteomyelitis associated with lupus patient has not been
reported previously. (J Intern Med Taiwan 2001;12: 200-204 )
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