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Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)
Chien-Ching Hung, Cheng-Hsun Hsiao*, Yee-Chun Chen, and Shan-Chwen Chang

Departments of *Internal Medicine and **Pathology, National Taiwan University
and National Taiwan University College of Medicine

Severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) is an emerging infectious disease in the 21st
century, and, as of June 6, 2003, there were more than 8,000 cases reported from 32
countries and regions, and 779 patients died from the disease. Soon after the onset of the
epidemic in China, Vietnam, Singapore, Honk Kong, and Canada, the etiology was
identified to be a novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV), of which the genomic sequencing was
completed. In this article, we review the epidemiology, clinical manifestations, pathology,
and treatment of SARS. In order to prevent infection with SARS, the guidelines of
respiratory and contact precautions taken at the National Taiwan University Hospital are
proposed for the health care workers around the island. (J Intern Med Taiwan 2003; 14:
106-117)
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Symptom (%) Lee N, etal. Peiris JSM, et al. Donnelly CA, et al. Booth CM, et al.
(N=138) [3) (50) [6] (1425) [5] (144) [4])

Fever 100 100 94 99.3

Chills/rigor 73.2 74 65.4/43.7 27.8

Myalgia 60.9 54 50.8 49.3

Cough 57.3 62 50.4 69.4

(non-productive)

Headache 55.8 20 50.1 35.4

Dizziness 42.8 12 30.7 4.2

Sputum 29 NA 27.8 4.9



Sore throat
Coryza
Nausea/vomiting/
anorexia
Diarrhea
Dyspnea
Others
abdominal pain
arthralgia
chest pain

23.2
22.5

19.6
19.6
NA

NA
NA
NA

20
24

20
10
20

NA
NA
NA

23.1
24.6

22.2/14/54.6
27
30.6

12.6
NA
NA

12.5
2.1

19.4
23.6
41.7

3.5
10.4
10.4




