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Acute Inferior Myocardial Infarction Complicating
Spontaneous Rupture of Hepatocelluar Carcinoma : A Case Report

Sheng-Hsiung Chang, Charles Jia-Yin Hou, Yu-San Chou, and Cheng-Ho Tsai

Division of Cardiology, Department of Internal Medicine,

Mackay Memorial Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan

Spontaneous rupture with bleeding is not an infrequent complication of hepatocellular
carcinoma (HCC). There is usually a sudden onset of abdominal pain, abdominal
distention and shock. It is difficult to diagnose the ruptured HCC when a patient has
no history of hepatic diseases. Here, we first report a case of acute inferior wall
myocardial infarction superimposed on spontaneous ruptured HCC with hemorrhagic
shock. As a result of misdiagnosis of acute inferior wall myocardial infarction (AIMI)
related cardiogenic shock, anticoagulant was administrated. ~She died of
hemorrhagic shock despite performing massive blood transfusion and packing the
bleeding liver during emergent laparotomy. Because of the high mortality of ruptured
HCC, we hope that early differentiation of AIMI complicated cardiogenic shock can
avoid inadequate treatment and increase the survival rate. (J Intern Med Taiwan
2004; 15: 167-170 )



