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Nocardia empyema is an uncommon but severe pulmonary infectious disease caused by Nocardia spp..
Clinical manifestations of pulmonary nocardiosis are variable and in no way specific as compared with
other pulmonary infectious diseases. Pulmonary nocardiosis can be an acute, subacute, or chronic
infection; chest radiographic manifestations are pleomorphic include pneumonic infiltrates, consolidation,
solitary mass, nodules, pleural effusion, and empyema, and they are not sufficiently distinctive to be
diagnostic. We report here, a 77 year-old male patient had shortness of breath and productive cough for 2
weeks, then he was sent to our hospital for help. Though he had received broad-spectrum antibiotics after
admission, the symptoms persisted and respiratory failure, deteriorated pneumonia, pleural effusion and
finally empyema emerged subsequently. Different antibiotics had been prescribed according to the results
of sputum cultures and clinical manifestations, but no signs of improvement. Until several days after
hospitalization that pleural fluid culture showed Nocardia infection. After antibiotic was shifted to
TMP-SMX, the infection resolved gradually. Later he was transferred to the Respiratory Care Ward for
ventilator weaning & further management. (J Intern Med Taiwan 2004; 15: 230-234 )



