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Cancer and hypertension are two leading diseases in Taiwan for years. Often they coexist with some com-

mon predisposing factors in patients e.g., obesity and ageing. The common biologic mechanisms involved among

cancer, hypertension and obesity are angiogenesis, leptin, insulin, insulin-like growth factor and steroid hormones.

An abnormal angiogenesis is a common pathological feature, which may be induced by proangiogenic factors

e.g., bFGF, VEGF, TNF- and few interleukins. A number of epidemiological studies have found that the use of

antihypertensives, antidiabetics may associate with risk of cancer, and they also have showed some proangio-

genic activity on certain antihypertensives and insulin secretagogues. However, a better understanding of com-

mon cell biology and the relationship among hyperinsulinemia, hypertension and malignancy may be helpful in

elucidating more preventive and therapeutic avenues to manage obesity, hypertension and cancer.  ( J Intern

Med Taiwan 2005; 16: 260-268 )
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